Below a translation of an article published in a french student newspaper that mentions your brand.

CAMPUS MAG INTERVIEW ON THE LOTUS PROJECT IN PARTNERSHIP WITH L'ECOLE DES MINES, ALES
 
Director of studies Charline Georges has answered the questions of Campus Mag about the original and eco-friendly learning program set up by l'Ecole Saint-Hilaire.

 

CM : L'Ecole Saint-Hilaire has initiated a learning program that is quite unique in France. Can you tell us about it?
L'Ecole Saint Hilaire is a high school providing education to students with specific needs (Intellectually Precocious Children, Children of High Intellectual Potential, and all those affected by mild disorders related to intellectual precocity) and it also has a classe preparatoire BCPST (a high-level two-year training with a special focus on biology). Our team widely resorts to project-based learning in order for students to start thinking for themselves and reveal their full potentialities. For this new project linked to motor racing, we have decided that our high school and BCPST students would think and act about major innovations that could change the way we envision sustainability.

 

CM : How do you combine motor racing and sustainability?
Our approach has been two-pronged and based on third generation biofuels which we believe to be the future of road transportation as well as on the materials car interiors are made of as up to now they had often included petroleum products like plastic and raw materials of animal origin in the case of leather. We aim at creating eco-friendly cars by using carbon neutral biofuels as well as flower-derived leather for car interiors. We have chosen motor racing, a field of technological achievement, because we want our students to become players in a world which won't be built at the expense of future generations.

 

CM : This a very ambitious project and probably an expensive one! What means are at your disposal to carry it out?
One of the goals of project-based learning is to show our students that it is actually possible to start international projects with limited means. All you have to do is appeal to people's goodwill which, believe me, is in no short supply. To carry out our project, we have initiated a partnership with l'Ecole des Mines, Ales, which is the true pioneer in the field since they have been deploying a wealth of ingeniousness for years now to secure the participation of low-carbon race cars in great rallies like those of Monte-Carlo and of the Cévennes. We benefit from their mechanical know-how and help them in return with our biological expertise. This enables our BCPST students to access the world they will be part of in the future, that of budding engineers in a French grande école notably recruiting its students through the G2E entrance exam.

 

CM: How is l'Ecole des Mines, Ales, effectively supporting your project?
To implement its project l'Ecole Saint Hilaire has bought a Lotus Elise S3 lent to les Mines to take part in events that get great media coverage. Our car is now a flex fuel one (it can run either on SP95 or on ethanol) thanks to les Mines students' association known as the '' Cevennes Car Club ''. As far as we are concerned, BCPST students, in association with the players of this budding industry, will be reflecting about the carbon cycle and the alternatives offered by biofuels while we would like to get high schoolers involved in sponsoring and crowdfunding activities for those who study economy and social sciences, and in the high school syllabus debate on biofuels for those who study sciences. Les Mines association will be free to use our results to expand what they have already achieved in Ales. Our approaches are perfectly complementary and it is a win-win situation for both schools, much to the enjoyment of our students who love the project.

CM: Have you received support from other partners?
The American charity PETA which defends animal rights on a global scale has realized how groundbreaking was our idea of using vegan leather (i.e. not derived from animals) for the interior of our Lotus. They have been incredibly helpful in getting us in touch with their whole contact network which made it possible for us to find suppliers (Sommers, a pioneering American company working in the field of vegan leather, has sent us samples to redo the dashboard and pillars of the Lotus for instance). We are therefore about to show that it is possible to enjoy the luxury of soft, lasting and ductile leather without causing animal suffering.  That is why PETA's staff is trying to put us in touch with the team of late Professor Richard Wool, a champion of the animal cause who left as his legacy a major disruptive innovation: flower-derived leather which contains no animal component and does not require chemical products with possibly long-lasting environmental consequences. We would be very pleased to receive leather samples to reupholster the seats of the Lotus. And we have recently heard we would be put in touch with researchers from the University of Delaware to help us implement our project.

 
CM: How do students respond to your approach?
Precocious children are intellectually insatiable and need to work on several subjects at any one time; what is more, it is necessary for their speculations to result in a concrete action or else they get lost in intellectual meandering. These students crave justice and harmony and are happy to be involved in a project which shows that is possible to combine economic growth and sustainability. BCPST students involved in this project get a glimpse of what their future life as senior students and later workers will be. Working with students of l'Ecole des Mines, meeting industrialists, laboratories representatives and American researchers, becoming players in the field of biotechnologies, interceding with decision-makers: all these operations pave the way for their professional future as watchdogs of the ecosystem. We do believe that understanding the ins and outs of the subjects they study at school (lab work and project work in biology, physics, mathematics and chemistry) will boost their commitment to their daily school work.

 

CM: What is the next step of your project?
We are organizing a party on the Circuit de l'Ouest Parisien on 18th May, which will be occasion for us to reveal our "Zero CO2" and "Zero Animal Suffering" projects and present our flex fuel Lotus to the media. This will really be a red-letter day as we will assess our students' action to limit environmental risks. How can we serenely face such a challenge? By being confident in a project, our project, that of l'École des Mines and of l'Ecole Saint-Hilaire, which provides tools making it possible to look forward to the future.

